
  
 

 
 

CHINA ON THE INSIDE -  15 Day Escorted Tour,  April  2009  
 

Friday 10 th April: Auckland to Hong Kong 
 
At 9.00pm, assemble at Auckland International Airport for a group checkin on NZ39, departing for 
Hong Kong at 11.15pm.  

 
Saturday 11 th April: Hong Kong to Macau to Zhuhai 
 
Arrive Hong Kong at 6.45am and transfer by coach to Hong Kong Ferry Terminal for the service to 
Macau.   A full day of sightseeing in the former Portuguse colony, unique in its historical sites and 
glitzy modern casinos. At 5.00pm, complete the tour at the Barrier Gate, and be welcomed to China by 
members of Zhuhai Municipal Government.  Check into your hotel.  Meals provided – Lunch, Dinner.   
 
Sunday 12 th April: Zhuhai 
 
Morning free to relax and acclimatise to China.  Meet your guide for lunch and an afternoon bus tour of 
the sites of Zhuhai, a rapidly developing city on the Pearl River delta.  Conclude the day with dinner 
together.   B. L, D. 
 
Monday 13 th April: Zhuhai to Guilin 
 
Take the morning bus to Guangzhou Airport for the short afternoon flight to Guilin, sister city of 
Hastings.  Transfer to your hotel and meet sister city friends of New Zealand.    Dinner then evening 
free to visit the bustling night market, the wonderfully illuminated Two Rivers Four Lakes Scenic Area, 
and perhaps take the optional night cruise.  B, L, D.    
 
Tuesday 14 st April: Guilin to Yangshuo by riverboat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 15 th April:  Yangshuo – Guilin by bus 
 
A leisurely morning to explore Yangshuo – perhaps take an early morning bicycle ride into the 
countryside for some stunning photo-opportunities.  Catch the bus back to Guilin in time for lunch.  
Explore the city’s parks and take the opportunity to climb one of its famous city hills for the spectacular 
view.  In recognition of New Zealand’s first sister city link in China, dine as guests of senior Guilin 
Municipal Government officials.  B, L, D.    
 
Thursday 16 rd April: Guilin to Xi’an 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

After breakfast, check out of your hotel, packing an overnight 
bag for a guided excursion down the magnificent Li River, 
flanked by the majestic, quintessentially Chinese limestone 
karst mountains.  After a short stop at Crown Cave and 
lunch on board, dock at the town of Yangshuo, population 
300,000 locals plus numerous travellers from all around the 
world. Explore downtown West Street and enjoy the 
stunning Liu San Jie light show, the market and bars.  B, L.   

A morning flight to the ancient capital of Xi’an, Shaanxi 
Province.  Xi’an has sister city links with Taupo and Lower 
Hutt.  Meet your guide on arrival at Xi’an Aiport and transfer 
to your hotel to deposit luggage.  Enjoy a free afternoon and 
evening to explore the city centre, including the fascinating 
Muslim Quarter.  Later, perhaps attend one of the many 
Chinese Operas that operate in Xi’an.  B.  
 
 



  
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday 18 th April: Xi’an to Beijing 
 
A morning flight to Beijing.  Meet guide and transfer to your hotel to deposit luggage, followed by lunch.   
From the hotel it’s a short walk with your guide to Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City.  
Expansive Tiananmen Square is the site of the mausoleum of Mao Zedong, and has served a pivotal 
role in Chinese history since the 1600’s as a public meeting place.   The Forbidden City, built in the 
early 15th century by the Ming rulers, served as China’s imperial palace until the end of dynastic rule in 
1912.  End the day with dinner at famous Quanjude (Peking Duck) restaurant.  Beijing has a sister city 
link with Wellington. B, L, D. 
 
Sunday 19 th April: Beijing  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Monday 13th April 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 20 th April: Beijing to Yangzhou  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 21 st April: Yangzhou 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a full day’s guided day tour to the Great Wall at 
Mutianyu and the Temple of Heaven   The total length of 
the Great Wall is some 6,400km, and near Beijing there 
are several vantage points.   At Mutianyu, 70km from the 
city, accessability is balanced with the chance to 
experience the wall as it always has been.  Good walking 
shoes are required.  Back in Beijing, tour the Temple of 
Heaven and some of its extensive parkland.  Lunch will 
be taken on tour and dinner provided on return to the city.  
B, L, D.  

 

Friday 17 th April:  Xi’an  
 
After breakfast, take a full day guided day tour, travelling firstly to view 
the  famous Terracotta Warriors – the Buried Army of the Emperor Qin, 
who ruled China 2,200 years ago.   The site was discovered by farmers 
digging a well in 1974.  It is estimated that 8,000 individually formed 
warriors and 500 horses lie within the tombs, placed to protect the 
emperor in death.   Lunch at the Buried Army site, followed by a visit to 
the sacred Big Wild Goose Pagoda and a look at the well preserved Xi’an 
city walls, ending with dinner together.  B, L, D.     

Arrive Yangzhou Railway Station at 7.30am.  Met by your 
guide for breakfast and a full day’s leisurely tour of 
Yangzhou, situated where the Grand Canal meets the 
Yangtze River.  Visit the Yangzhou Museum and its 
fascinating display depicting the city from its origins 
through its periods of major strategic significance and 
merchantile importance, up to the present day.  Cruise on 
Slender West Lake, visit the Grand Canal and the salt 
merchants former mansions and gardens.  There will also 
be time for a school visit to meet the young people of 
Yangzhou, finishing with dinner.   B, L, D.  
 

Check out of hotel after breakfast, leaving bags for later 
collection. A free day in Beijing to do what you choose. 
Options include a visit to the markets, the Olympic ‘Bird’s 
Nest” site, and the last home of famous Kiwi Rewi Alley, 
in the former Italian Legation complex.  All an easy reach 
by taxi or subway.  At 5.00pm, meet back at the hotel for 
dinner and transfer to Beijing Railway Station for the 
overnight train to Yangzhou, departing 9.30pm.  
Accommodation in 4-bed sleepers.   B, D. 
 



  
 
 
Wednesday 22 nd April:  Yangzhou 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 23 rd April: Yangzhou to Shanghai by bus 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Tour Leader: Kevin Watkins, Hastings District Counc illor 
 
Tour Cost: $6,570 per person ex Auckland, Welllingt on, Christchurch, share twin.   
Single Supplement $890.00.    
 
Included: 
� Airfares ex Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch to China return including all taxes 
� 3.5 to 4 star hotels, with all breakfasts and most other meals provided as indicated.    
� All airport transfers with local guides and scheduled transport in China  
� Day tours as indicated, including full guiding and entrance fees. 
 
Not included: 
� Lunches and dinners not specified in itinerary.   
� Local transport in free time.   
� Travel insurance (mandatory, proof of purchase required on final payment). 
� Passport and visa fees. 
� Items of a personal nature. 
 
Additional Information 
� Our special sister city relationships provide the opportunity for meetings to discuss potential business or 
community opportunities.  These can be arranged, but no reduction can be given for day tours or meals 
missed as a result.  
 
Terms of Payment 
� Tour Cost payable directly to Harvey World Travel,  100F Builiding, 16 Hartham Place, Porirua 5022 
� To secure your booking, a non-refundable deposit of $500 per person is required.  Full payment is 
required by 27 February 2009.  Cancellation fees: 10% in the period 31 – 15 days before departure, 30% 
within 14 days of departure.  
 
Conditions apply, prices and itinerary subject to change.  For further information contact Kevin Watkins at 
kvwatkins@xtra.co.nz, Brian Cross at brian@linkplus.co.nz., 04 5863145, or visit www.sistercities.org.nz. 

 

 

Friday 24 th April:  Shanghai to Auckland  
 
After breakfast at your leisure, check out and 
prepare for the trip home.  Late morning hotel 
rendezvous with your guide for the transfer to 
Pudong International Airport.  Depart 2.15pm on the 
direct flight to Auckland.  B 
 
Saturday 25th April: Auckland and Home 
 
Arrive home with many wonderful memories. 

Check out after breakfast and take a scheduled morning bus to 
Shanghai.   After depositing bags at your hotel, you are free for the 
next 24 hours to explore this amazing city.  Wander down Nanjing 
Road to the Bund, catch a ferry or walk the tunnel under the 
Whangpoa River to modern Pudong, take in the stunning art 
treasures on display at the Shanghai Museum, and ride the subway 
to one of the numerous suburban markets for some last minute 
shopping.  Shanghai has a sister city link with Dunedin. B. 

Take a day trip by coach to nearby Nanjing, the former ‘southern 
capital’ of the Republic of China and a city of great historical 
significance.  Visit some of the city’s many monuments and museums.  
The day’s activity will end with a ‘Farewell from China’ party back in 
Yangzhou with local dignatories and friends.   B, L, D. 
 


